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to me in all their proceedings, to pursue the real interest of
Church and State: and if I shall happen to differ from
particular persons among them, in a single notion about
government, I suppose they will not, upon that account, ex-
plode me and my paper. However, as an answer once for
all, to the tedious scurrilities of those idle people, who affirm,
I am hired and directed what to write;l I must here inform
them, that their censure is an effect of their principles : The
present m[inistr]y are under no necessity of employing pro-
stitute pens; they have no dark designs to promote, by
advancing heterodox opinions.

But (to return) suppose two or three private divines, under
King Charles the Second, did a little overstrain the doctrine
of passive obedience to princes; some allowance might be
given to the memory of that unnatural rebellion against his
father, and the dismal consequences of resistance. It is
plain, by the proceedings of the Churchmen before and at
the Revolution, that this doctrine was never designed to in-
troduce arbitrary power.2

I look upon the Whigs and Dissenters to be exactly of
theftame political faith; let us, therefore, see what share each
of them had in advancing arbitrary power. It is manifest,
that the fanatics made Cromwell the most absolute tyrant in
Christendom :3 The Rump abolished the House of Lords ;
the army abolished the Rump; and by this army of saints,
he governed. The Dissenters took liberty of conscience
and employments from the late King James, as an acknow-
ledgment of his dispensing power; which makes a King of
England as absolute as the Turk, The Whigs, under the
late king, perpetually declared for keeping up a standing

1                                     In a letter to Dr. Chenevix, Bishop of Waterford (dated May 23rd,
I758), Lord Chesterfield, speaking of Swift's "Last Four Years,"
says that it "is a party pamphlet, founded on the lie of the day,
which, as Lord Bolingbroke who had read it often assured me, was
-oined and delivered out to him> to write * Examiners? and other
Political papers upon" (Chesterfield's "Works," ii. 498, edit. 1777).
T. S.]

2                                From this and many previous passages it is obvious, that, in joining
he Tories, Swift reserved to himself the right of putting his own
nterpretation upon the speculative points of their political creed.   [S.]

3                                   See Swift's "Presbyterians' Plea of Merit," and note, vol. iv.,
). 36, of present edition.   [T. S.]